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Another Fast, Dry Harvest

Comparing this past harvest and the harvest of yields, given the dry conditions. The corn crop
2011, there are amazing similarities! Again this had an average yield and the soybeans, much to our
fall, we were blessed with favorable weather, which surprise, yielded slightly above our historical average.
helped complete another successful harvest.
In our last newsletter, we drew considerable attention
to the lack of moisture during the growing season.
The drought continues, and we have yet to see any
real relief. Fortunately we received a couple light
showers in August that helped boost the soybean
yields, but the rain was too late to help the corn.
Overall, we were pleasantly surprised with the

Fast Harvest….
Our machines taking off the crop.

Timing Is Everything

Each growing season has its own unique conditions,
and this year was no exception. This year’s soybean
crop was unique in that the beans and pods matured
and dried down much faster than the stems of the
plant. This made the soybean fields look immature
and unfit for harvest while scouting from the road,
but a walk-through and closer inspection of the
field revealed dry beans and pods. Thankfully,
through careful monitoring and harvest equipment
that was prepped from the previous winter, we were
ready for a record early start of September 4th!
The green soybean stems challenged us with tougher
than normal combining conditions. Horsepower
requirements were significantly higher to turn the
green, tough stems through the rotors and straw

Harvesting soybeans where the stems were so green
relative to the dry beans and pods is very rare.
Continued On Page 2

Timing Is Everything (Continued From Page 1)

chopper. Green stems also slowed combine speeds elevator. By cooperating with Alton it was able
a bit and slightly decreased the acres of beans to test its dryers while helping us finish the harvest
early. I remember walking through the corn field
harvested per day.
trying to rationalize an early start and feeling it was
We had only one quarter of soybeans ready to
the right decision. One must ALWAYS remember
harvest during the first full week of September, so
that weather in North Dakota can turn against you
we jumped into the corn on September 6th. Through
in a hurry, winter is coming and the crop needs to
careful field monitoring, we believed we had a field
come off!
of corn that was mature enough to harvest and
decided to deliver the crop directly to our local Continued dry and favorable weather allowed us to
elevator, Alton Grain Terminal. We estimated that jump back into soybean harvest, where we focused
the crop would be in the 20-24% moisture range, our attention until all beans were harvested. The
and Alton was eager to get some wet corn into the corn continued to dry down faster than ever and we
elevator early so they could give their dryer a test pushed hard to get the crop off. Drought conditions
run to make sure everything would work before the during the growing season stressed and weakened
main harvest started. It may seem a bit aggressive corn stalk strength, adding to the urgency of the
to harvest high-moisture corn so early in the always fast-paced harvest.
season–common sense says to wait because there
Combining a field of soybeans and a field of corn
are plenty of drying days left in the growing season.
early gave us an excellent indication as to the quality
However, we decided to at least combine one field,
and quantity of this year’s harvest. That information
because that field is share-cropped with the
was valuable while developing the plan for a
landowner, and delivering directly to the elevator
speedy harvest.
would eliminate trying to keep the commodities
separate in our yard. There were very few combines
rolling at the time, which also meant almost
nonexistent lines and quick turnaround at the

Efficiency in equipment and dry weather
made for a harvest that was done in record
time in 2012.

Visitors

Lovas Farms
As seems to be a growing occurrence, we had a
group of foreign soybean buyers make our farm a
stop on their tour of the United States. Most of these
tour groups consist of Chinese buyers, as China is
far and away this country’s number one soybean
buyer. There is strong effort exerted by soybean
growers’ groups to showcase this country’s soybean
raising and transportation quality and effectiveness

to the Chinese, because China is such an important
customer. Many of these buyers, who are extremely
educated, worldly, and successful business people,
have never been on the actual production sites of
local farms, and it’s always a great joy experiencing
their curiosity and interest in our agriculture. We
are proud to have them at our farm.

Reprinted from The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead with permission, September 17, 2012

I Have Never Seen Soybeans
By Sam Benshoof, INFORUM

Diana Beitelspacher, the council’s CEO, said the goal
of the trip was chiefly to build relationships among the
A trader from Singapore, Tay was one of several members farmers and traders.
of an international trade team from China, Indonesia “This is a relationship-focused business,” Beitelspacher
and Thailand that visited farms and other locations in said. “(The tour) is a wonderful learning opportunity
for everyone here.”
North Dakota throughout the weekend.
HILLSBORO, N.D. – Sunday was a day of firsts for
Alex Tay.

As he and the rest of the team visited the farm of Peter
Lovas in Hillsboro, Tay said one of the things he was
enjoying most about the tour was actually getting to see
crops firsthand.

American farms operate on a much larger scale than the
foreign guests are used to, added Molly Fern, a program
coordinator with the council.

“It’s neat for them to do things like ride on combines,
“I have never seen soybeans. I have never seen corn,” and see how we do things here,” Fern said.
Tay said. “In Singapore, we don’t grow anything.”
For Tay, visiting the United States for the first time, it

Organized and hosted by the North Dakota Soybean was that kind of new experience and knowledge that
Council, the tour also took the international visitors to would be useful in helping traders back in Singapore
farms in Casselton, Mayville and Colfax.
understand how the American farming system works,
During the Hillsboro visit, Lovas explained his 5,000- he said.
acre farm and his crops to the roughly 12 visitors, all “To understand the logistics, and to see the way farmers
of whom listened intently, jotted down notes or took think, these are important factors to us as traders,” Tay
photos and video on their phones.
added. “These are really fantastic.”

East Asian soybean buyers visited Lovas Farms in September to learn about soybean production.
Photos courtesy of Red River Farm Network.

Mourning the Loss of a Neighbor
Our local farming community was rocked with the
unexpected loss of neighbor and farmer Leon
Bertsch. We farm land directly adjacent to Leon
and always thought of him as a great neighbor, who
we were always able to work with. As a testament

to how well-liked he was by all his neighbors, a
group of farmers donated equipment and time to
help the family harvest his crop. We were fortunate
to help with his barley harvest by providing two
trucks and two truck drivers towards the effort.

Reprinted from The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead, July 23, 2012

Neighbors, Friends Help Hillsboro Family
Harvest Fields After Man’s Unexpected Death
By Patrick Springer, Forum Communications

HILLSBORO, N.D. — Leon Bertsch injured his Achilles Leon Bertsch, the youngest of four siblings, and one of
heel while playing kickball last month during the Hillsboro two who took up farming, was not one to sit on the
Days celebration.
sidelines, his son said.

While recuperating from surgery at home, the 53-year- “He was never going to wait until tomorrow,” he said.
old died unexpectedly Monday.
“The message he gave to his children through the way
He left two grown children — and 500 acres of ripening he lived his life was: ‘Don’t wait to have fun. Don’t
wait to work hard.’”
barley ready to be harvested.
Neighbors, lots of neighbors, stepped in Sunday, with a Big decisions
caravan of combines and grain trucks that made quick A computer network administrator in Fargo, Jon Bertsch
work of Bertsch’s barley.
said he and his sister, Allison, will decide what to do
“Leon was just really well-liked,” said Dale Riemer, with their father’s farm.
one of the small army of neighboring farmers who
turned out in the sweltering heat to harvest Bertsch’s
barley. “If we needed 50 trucks we could have ’em in
a heartbeat.”

“My sister and I are not making any quick decisions
and are certainly thinking it through and trying to
ask ourselves what our dad would do in this situation,”
he said.

Bertsch, who also had a trucking business, enjoyed riding
his Harley-Davidson motorcycle, and was known as a
devoted owner of Ford trucks.

The farm was started by his grandfather, Otto Bertsch,
who now lives in Fargo.

“Great guy, good to work with,” said Ken Svaleson, a
hired hand on the Bertsch farm, describing Bertsch.
“This is beautiful,” he added, gesturing to the combines
and trucks working on the harvest.

“I’ve never been a part of anything like this before,”
she said. “Isn’t it amazing?”

More than a dozen combines, and an even larger fleet of His father had encouraged him to study computers.
grain trucks, turned out to harvest the barley, roughly “My dad always told me there’s lots of technology in
two weeks earlier than normal.
farming,” Bertsch said.

‘Great guy’

Pat Bertsch, Leon’s sister, was surprised by how many
neighbors came to help with the barley harvest.

Jason Lovas, another of the neighboring farmers who
turned out to help, said the turnout was a testament to
Leon’s son, Jon Bertsch, 25, said the family is grateful what people thought about Bertsch.
for the support provided by friends and neighbors.
“Leon was an awfully good neighbor and farmer,” he

“Breathtaking is one word,” he said. “It’s overwhelming, said. “Everyone was eager to come out and help.”
all the help and generosity. It’s more than just combining Later, when the corn and soybeans are ready for harvest,
today. It’s people coming together and farmers coming they’ll be back.
together to show how much they cared about my dad.”

We, along with
many friends and
neighbors, helped
to harvest Leon
Bertsch’s barley
crop after his
untimely death.
Our farm is in the
upper left corner of
this photo.

Lovas Farms
Graduation Nears

This winter will be exciting as Sarah completes her
master’s degree in soil science. She has gained a
new love of soil chemistry and soil fertility during
her time at NDSU. Sarah has been researching an
iron chelate fertilizer to help manage iron deficiency
chlorosis in soybeans. She is also excited to start a
new career as Soygreen® Product Support Specialist

for West Central Inc. This position ties directly to
her graduate research project because Soygreen is a
brand name of the type of iron fertilizer she has
been researching. Sarah is excited to work with this
chemistry in many new facets.

What Is Iron Deficiency Chlorosis?

Iron is necessary for many
Iron deficiency chlorosis (IDC)
important processes in the plant.
of the soybean is a physiological
One of those processes is
disease caused by iron deficiency
chlorophyll formation, which is
in the plant. It can affect some
the green pigment in plants that
fields, and pockets within fields.
facilitates photosynthesis. If not
Research has shown that severe
enough iron is taken up by the
IDC can cause yield loss of about
plant, yellowing occurs and
11 bushels per acre. If soybeans
photosynthesis is inhibited.
are valued at $14 per bushel, that
The
pot
on
the
left
shows
soybeans
with
is a loss of $154 per acre. Further,
Photosynthesis is the process
that provides the plant with
from 1970 until 2002 there has no iron treatment. The pot on the right
shows a nice green plant with 20 mg of
sugar, its energy source. When
been a 160% increase in soybean
iron added.
photosynthesis is inhibited, yield
production on soils that are prone
and growth are affected.
to IDC in the north central United States.
IDC is not caused by a lack of iron in the soil. In fact,
iron is the fifth most abundant element in the earth’s
crust and very prevalent in most soils. IDC is caused
by low solubility of iron in the soil and the inability of
plants to take it up. Soybeans tend to be very
susceptible to IDC. Soybean plants obtain iron from
the soil by acidifying their root zones and then
releasing chelate molecules that help increase the
solubility of iron in soils. In high pH soils with high
levels of carbonates, this process can be inhibited.

Sarah has been researching an iron fertilizer,
FeEDDHA, to help manage IDC. The EDDHA
portion of this fertilizer is a chelate molecule that binds
to the iron and keeps it soluble in the soil. She
evaluated different FeEDDHA fertilizers with
differing isomer compositions in greenhouse
experiments to evaluate plant responses. She is also
trying to develop a fairly inexpensive laboratory
testing method to determine the effectiveness of
FeEDDHA fertilizers.

New Equipment

Our new scraper got exercised pretty hard this fall, necessary to meet the minimum required grade of
as the dry field conditions made surface ditch cleaning the ditch that’s being constructed.
fast and efficient. In order to keep up with
technology, we added an automatic blade
control and surveying software to further
push our efficiency. This new surface ditch
software, utilizing auto steer hardware we
already had, allows us to quickly survey
and design a surface ditch with “steps” rather
than a straight line, which is what had to be
used with our previous laser/receiver system.
Surveying is simplified and faster with this
software, and the actual ditch construction is
New equipment this summer was limited, but we added a
more efficient because we only remove soil
reconditioned scraper.

In the Shop
This winter season has been a busy one thus far. We
are making full use of our large shop, servicing and
repairing farm equipment. So far we have run a
number of pieces through the shop in preparation
for the next growing season. Equipment maintenance
is of utmost importance, as we rely on our equipment
to work hard when the next farming season starts.
As of right now, both combines are under the knife
getting their usual winter maintenance. Every year
we find a few things to touch up, bearings that are

Winter maintenance is necessary to keep the
machines running in the fall. These pictures show how
we’ve been servicing and repairing the combines after
the 2012 harvest.

getting weak and rasp bars that need replacement,
to name a few. Timely maintenance helps minimize
downtime during planting and harvest and repair
costs. Often a neglected bearing will not only damage
itself but also shafts, collars, and bearing supports,
along with any number of other things.

Lovas Farms
Yard Improvements

This fall saw the completion of a dump pit system
and additional grain storage. Looking back at our
progress, we were very thankful for having these
assets at our disposal to help speed harvest and
increase efficiency. A big hurdle to harvest this fall
was bin space at the local elevators. Because the
harvest was unusually early and fast-paced, local
elevators and infrastructure quickly became
overwhelmed with too much crop too fast. As a
result, elevators were forced to close temporarily
while they waited for trains to arrive so they could
make room for additional crop. We decoupled
ourselves from this by aggressively hauling crop in
while the elevators were taking crops and then
using our own storage when the elevators became
full. As a result, we were able to keep both
combines rolling for the entire harvest. As farms
become larger and the value of the crop increases
(and the financial risks associated with delayed and
untimely harvest rises), enough storage becomes
paramount to a successful farm. The dump pits
contributed to truck dumping speeds that amazed
everyone. Trucks can now dump in as little as two
minutes in our yard. This gain in efficiency
eliminated one truck and one truck driver. The
addition of the 100,000-bushel bin allowed us to

finish our harvest before the elevator re-opened.
Overall, we are extremely pleased with these additions
and look for them to continue to provide significant
efficiencies for many more harvests.

Water management is extremely
critical in our soil because of our
high water table. This photo shows the
installation of drain tile in the dump
pit system. The drain tile will lower
the water table so it is 13 feet from
the soil surface. Water will drain into
the vertical sump, where it can be
pumped away from the site. This is
critical because the high water table
would cause the dump pits to shift and
float up.

Dumping speeds of two minutes amazed everyone!

Jason P. Lovas, 701-371-1272 • Sarah E.H. Lovas, 701-866-1704 • Peter Lovas, 701-430-0774
607 5th Ave SE • Hillsboro, ND 58045
Shop Location: 448 Highway 81 SE (1/2 mile south of Alton Grain Terminal)

Harvest Party!

This year’s favorable harvest weather allowed us to
celebrate Our Savior’s Lutheran Church’s
commitment to Lutheran World Relief’s Foods
Resource Bank. We provided a combine, Cat and grain
cart, and trucks to harvest the fields next to Justin and
Laura Grinde’s farm (Pete’s former home in Kelso).
The Grindes hosted a harvest party on a Sunday
afternoon for the church and community. This year’s
celebration allowed people to come and witness how
we are helping farmers throughout the world by
setting aside production and donating the production

Pete has a helper on the grain cart!

directly to Foods Resource Bank. The harvest party is
a great celebration as kids and adults get an
opportunity to ride harvest equipment and not only
learn about Lutheran World Relief but agriculture in
general. This year’s good yields and strong commodity
prices will go a long way toward helping other farmers
better feed their families and the world.

Jason shows Pastor Siri how a combine works.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

We hope this newsletter finds you and your family
happy and healthy this holiday season. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year from everyone at
Lovas Farms!
Merry Christmas from Peter, Twila, Jason & Sarah!

